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A season of renewal

s the chill of winter gives way to the
warmth of spring, we have an opportunity
to rejuvenate our commitments to each
other and to the communities we serve.

A shining example is the Rotary Club of Windsor-
Roseland in Ontario, whose members support a
program providing hot meals to people facing
homelessness and food insecurity. On any given
evening, the Soup Shack run by Feed Windsor-Essex
serves up to 130 people, offering nourishment and a
sense of community and care.

Club member and Past District Governor Aruna
Koushik got the club involved after seeing a news
segment about the Soup Shack.

Koushik collaborated with club members to quickly
approve the purchase of a stove, pots, and pans for its
new permanent space. Soon after, club members met
with the Soup Shack team, toured the new location,
and presented a check for 3,000 Canadian dollars
(about US$2,000) to support its efforts. They also
committed to volunteering their time to prepare and
serve meals once the facility is operational.

This exemplifies how Rotary members can come
together to address community needs, foster
engagement, and make a tangible impact. By
identifying opportunities for service and mobilizing
resources, we not only support those in need but also
strengthen our bonds with each other and with the
communities we serve.

As we embrace the renewal that spring offers, let’s
take inspiration from the Windsor-Roseland club.
Consider these ways to reinvigorate engagement
within your club:

= Jdentify emerging needs: Stay attuned to the
evolving challenges in your communities. Engage
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with local organizations to understand where your
club’s support can make the most difference.

= Mobilize resources quickly: When opportunities
arise, act swiftly. Leverage the skills and networks
within your club to gather resources, from financial
contributions to equipment to volunteer time.

= Foster collaboration: Encourage members to take
initiative and collaborate on projects. Empowering
individuals to lead and contribute their unique talents
enhances engagement and drives success.

= Commit to ongoing involvement: Beyond initial
contributions, pledge continued support. Regular
service keeps members connected and reinforces the
club’'s commitment to sustained impact.

By embracing these approaches, we can harness the
energy of spring to renew our dedication to service and
engagement. Let’s seize this season as an opportunity to
revitalize our efforts, strengthen our connections, and
continue making a positive difference in the world.

This is The Magic of Rotary — transforming lives,
inspiring hope, and creating lasting change for the
communities we serve.

STEPHANIE A. URCHICK

President, Rotary International
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